
As I reflect upon the transformative power of 
education, I am reminded of my journey from the 
schools in Jaffa to the classrooms of the American 
University of Beirut, to the helm of international 
educational institutions and world-class training 
firms I have had the honor of founding and 
operating. Education, a lifelong passion of mine, is 
the cornerstone upon which societies are built and 
the catalyst for economic and social development.

The current education system, while robust in 
tradition, often fails to align with the rapid pace 
of digital innovation. As an educator and a builder 
of institutions, I have witnessed the shortcomings 
of a system that prioritizes rote learning over 
critical thinking, and theoretical knowledge over 
practical skills. This misalignment is particularly 
pronounced in the Global South, where access 
to technology and quality education disparities 
persist. In my leadership roles, from the Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh Organization to the United Nations 
Global Alliance for ICT and Development, I have 
advocated for the integration of digital literacy 
into the curriculum. The digital revolution is not a 
distant future; it is the present, and our education 
system must be transformed to produce not just 
graduates, but innovators and leaders ready for 
this new era.

The nexus between education and economic 
advancement is undeniable. As the founder of 
the world leading professional service firm TAG.
Global, I understand the value of equipping the 
youth with the tools for education and innovation. 

By fostering research and development within 
academic institutions, we can pave the way 
for economic growth, job creation, and a 
competitive edge in the global marketplace. The 
transformation of our education system requires a 
concerted effort from political leaders, educators, 
and international organizations. It is a call I have 
echoed in my chairmanships and through my work 
with numerous global entities. We must invest in 
our greatest asset - our human capital - and in 
doing so, lay the foundations for a prosperous and 
an equitable future.

We are currently standing at the intersection of 
education and the digital frontier, where we must 
act with wisdom, urgency and vision. We must 
build a system that does not only address the 
needs of today but anticipates the demands of 
tomorrow and the betterment of our world and the 
generations to come.

I draw upon my experiences as an educator, a 
leader, and a lifelong learner, calling upon my 
fellow educators, policymakers, and innovators 
to join me in this noble endeavor. Together, we 
can create an education system that is reflective 
of our digital age and inclusive of all, regardless 
of geography or circumstance. Let us rise to the 
challenge and transform our world through the 
power of education.

I have proudly founded many educational 
institutions to build this new digital capacity 
that is required globally by all firms and all 
disciplines, empowering traditional employees to 
become digital workers. This digital competence 
is vital for all to acquire, and I have endeavored 
to make available at the highest quality and 
lowest cost through my latest institute, the Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Global Digital University (TAG-
GDU), which offers a range of courses and 
programs to help workers level up in the fast 
moving digital workplace.

Those interested in developing a repertoire of 
digital skills are recommended to visits the TAG-
GDU website at www.tag-gu.global to help 
secure their place in our collective digital future.
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